
REFERENCING (+MINING 
TECHNIQUES)



Long-wall mining 

‘Longwall mining is the removal of 
coal from one, long continuous face 
rather than removal from a number of 
short faces as occurs in room and 
pillar or pitch mining’ (Miller, 2005)



Long-wall mining 

Book referencing

Author (date) Title. Publishing city: 
publisher

Miller, B.G. (ed.) (2005) CHAPTER 3 -
The Effect of Coal Usage on Human 
Health and the 
Environment. Burlington: Academic 
Press.



Long-wall mining 

• Method of underground mining 

• Used for deeper ores

• Less of an ‘eye sore’

• More expensive, potentially less safe 



Open-pit mining 

‘a method of mining, usually for 
metallic ores, in which the waste and 
ore are completely removed from the 
sides and bottom of a pit which 
gradually becomes an enormous 
canyonlike hole’ (Collins English 
Dictionary, 2010)



Open-pit mining 

For dictionary entries with no author 
there is no need for an entry in the 
reference list.



Open-pit mining 

• Removes overburden and creates 
hole that can be kilometers wide

• Can be used for shallower, less 
economic ores 

• Some seen from space

• Dust can be a huge issue, but often 
safer 



Placer mining 

‘An ancient method of using water to 
excavate, transport, concentrate, and 
recover heavy minerals from alluvial or placer 
deposits. Examples of deposits mined by 
means of this technique are the gold-bearing 
sands and gravel that settle out from rapidly 
moving streams and rivers at points where the 
current slows down. Placer mining takes 
advantage of gold’s high density, which 
causes it to sink more rapidly from moving 
water than the lighter siliceous materials with 
which it is found. Though the basic principles 
of placer mining have not altered since early 
times, methods have improved considerably.’



Placer mining 

Encyclopaedia or dictionary entry 
with a specific author does require a 
reference list entry.

Hustrulid, W. A. (2016) ‘Placer 
mining’, Encyclopaedia Britannica, 
Encyclopeadia Britannica, inc.



Placer mining 

• Think of sieving for gold 

• Cheap, easy

• Often done in artisanal mines – hard 
to regulate, often poor conditions



In-situ leach mining 

‘In situ leach mining is a method of uranium 
mining where hundreds of wells are drilled 
in a “grid pattern” over an ore body that is 
located in a groundwater aquifer. Water 
mixed with sodium bicarbonate 
concentrate is pumped down into the 
aquifer, across the uranium ore bed, and 
them up and out other wells... Along with 
radioactive uranium, arsenic, selenium, 
radium and lead are also extracted.’



In-situ leach mining 

Website referencing:

Author(s) (Year) Title. Publisher, date 
viewed, <web address>

Ranch, C (2020) What is “in situ 
mining?”, Black Hills Clean Water 
Alliance, viewed 2 February 2020, 
<https://bhcleanwateralliance.org/w
hat-is-in-situ-mining/>

https://bhcleanwateralliance.org/what-is-in-situ-mining/


In-situ leach mining 

• Often uses incredibly harmful 
chemicals 

• Holds huge potential for the future

• Ionic liquids



What makes a good reference

• Is it a reputable source?
• Have you heard of them before? Is it a peer reviewed journal?
• E.g. Collins English Dictionary

• Do they provide evidence?
• Do they back up their claims with data and graphs rather than 

just rhetoric?
• E.g. Miller et al.

• Are they biased?
• Why are they writing what you are reading?
• E.g. Clean Water Alliance


